Vocational qualifications awarded in the UK, 2009-10

Ofqual publishes the Annual Qualifications Market Report, http://www.ofqual.gov.uk/files/2011-05-25-annual-qualifications-market-report.pdf. This provides information on the number of qualifications awarded by year throughout the UK, across all age groups.
It is not easy to define “vocational” qualifications (VQs). Narrowly defined, VQs prepare people for work in a particular occupation and recognise skills as well as knowledge: National and Scottish Vocational Qualifications fall into this category, along with most qualifications awarded under the Qualifications and Curriculum Framework. Some entry-level qualifications count as vocational because they help people prepare for working life. 
Numerically, the largest category of VQs reported by Ofqual is “vocationally-related qualifications” (VRQs). With VRQs, the focus is largely on knowledge rather than skills. A VRQ does not equip someone with the skills needed to do a particular job: rather, knowledge is taught in the context of an occupational area or sector of the economy. An example is the BTEC First Certificate.
The Annual Qualifications Market Report does not include figures for higher education qualifications. HE qualifications, including Foundation Degrees, HNDs and some bachelors’ degrees, can be termed vocational because they relate directly to a particular job or career. However, this is not true of all HE qualifications.
The following figures are drawn from a larger data set in the Annual Qualifications Market Report published in 2011, and show trends in the numbers of VQs and VRQs awarded in the last five years. As noted already, they do not include HE qualifications.
	Type
	2005-06
	2006-07
	2007-08
	2008-09
	2009-10

	National Vocational Qualifications
	598,600
	630,400
	727,900
	922,900
	979,000

	Qualifications and Curriculum Framework
	nil
	900
	33,700
	228,600
	771,300

	Entry level
	199,200
	255,300
	331,800
	308,100
	213,200

	Vocationally-related qualifications
	2,091,600
	2,246,600
	2,461,200
	2,606,800
	2,607,300


Source: Ofqual
Points to note
· The number of National Vocational Qualifications has risen from 922,900 in 2008-09 to 979,000 in 2009-10, an increase of 6%. The increase over five years has been even more impressive - 68%.
· The number of vocationally-related qualifications has stabilised at 2.6 million. Growth over a five year period was 24%. However, this disguises rapid growth in VRQs achieved by young people who are still at school: see below.
· A number of work-based qualifications, including National Vocational Qualifications, are gradually being replaced by new, more flexible qualifications awarded as part of the QCF - the Qualifications and Curriculum Framework. The number of QCF qualifications awarded in 2009-10 was 771,300.
Trends by sector of the economy
The Annual Qualifications Market Report also gives a breakdown of qualifications awarded by sector of the economy. This data includes all “other” qualifications except Key Skills – to put it another way, it includes some qualifications which (arguably) are not strictly “vocational”. However, the figures show broad trends in take-up across key sectors of the economy, showing – for example – that in the last two years (2008-09 and 2009-10) there have been increases in retail and commercial enterprise (21.7%); health, public services and care (11%); business, administration and the law (9.2%); and arts, media and publishing (9%). Conversely, there has been a decline in construction, planning and the built environment (11.2%), which almost certainly reflects the current downturn in the construction industry.
Achievements in “other” qualifications, by sector (not including Key Skills) (thousands)
	Sector 
	2005-6 
	2006-7 
	2007-8 
	2008-9 
	2009-10 

	Health, Public Services and Care 
	930,600 
	925,300 
	961,300 
	1,016,400 
	1,132,100 

	Science and Mathematics 
	31,100 
	52,500 
	72,000 
	95,800 
	117,500 

	Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal 
	55,200 
	62,900 
	123,500 
	90,000 
	103,500 

	Care 
	
	
	
	
	

	Engineering and Manufacturing 
	228,900 
	261,600 
	318,500 
	386,100 
	398,600 

	Technologies 
	
	
	
	
	

	Construction, Planning and the Built 
	140,600 
	176,300 
	210,100 
	257,100 
	227,900 

	Environment 
	
	
	
	
	

	Information and Communication 
	310,500 
	418,500 
	505,700 
	548,900 
	598,800 

	Technology 
	
	
	
	
	

	Retail and Commercial Enterprise 
	408,600 
	371,800 
	369,800 
	410,600 
	499,300 

	Leisure, Travel and Tourism 
	258,300 
	314,200 
	339,500 
	419,900 
	433,900 

	Arts, Media and Publishing 
	683,000 
	699,100 
	711,500 
	765,500 
	834,400 

	History, Philosophy and Theology 
	10,400 
	10,300 
	31,000 
	41,500 
	37,600 

	Social Sciences 
	7,100 
	3,500 
	3,000 
	2,900 
	2,800 

	Languages, Literature and Culture 
	120,800 
	192,100 
	330,400 
	334,600 
	338,100 

	Education and Training 
	96,500 
	96,000 
	88,400 
	98,400 
	118,500 

	Preparation for Life and Work 
	603,100 
	671,800 
	862,000 
	1,152,700 
	1,408,200 

	Business, Administration and Law 
	333,000 
	357,900 
	401,200 
	497,300 
	543,000 

	Total 
	4,217,700 
	4,613,600 
	5,327,800 
	6,117,500 
	6,794,200 


Source: Ofqual
Age and gender 
The Government publishes breakdowns of NVQ, VRQ and QCF achievements in 2009-10 by gender, age and sector of the economy. The full set of tables can be downloaded from http://www.thedataservice.org.uk/statistics/statisticalfirstrelease/sfr_supplementary_tables/vocational_qualifications_sfr_supplementary_tables/.
The following table provides a breakdown of VRQs achieved in part or in full. The figures tell a very clear story: achievements by males massively outnumber females in engineering and manufacturing, and construction, planning and the built environment. Females outnumber males in a few sectors, but not to the same degree: for example, in health, public services and care, and education and training.
VRQ Achievements by sector and gender
	Sector  
	Male
	Female

	Total UK Achievements 
	1,144,600
	974,000

	Health, Public Services and Care
	172,600
	264,000

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Science and Mathematics
	43,700
	47,000

	Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care
	28,100
	19,100

	Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies
	171,200
	7,600

	Construction, Planning and the Built Environment
	90,200
	3,100

	Information and Communication Technology
	208,600
	172,000

	Retail and Commercial Enterprise
	47,800
	81,800

	Leisure, Travel and Tourism
	194,200
	128,600

	Arts, Media and Publishing
	81,000
	104,100

	Languages, Literature and Culture
	3,700
	6,400

	Education and Training
	4,100
	19,100

	Preparation for Life and Work
	18,800
	26,600

	Business, Administration and Law
	79,300
	95,900


Source: the Data Service
The tables also include an analysis of the age of people achieving NVQs, VRQs and QCF qualifications. The figures show that young people aged 16 and below accounted for 42% of all the VRQs awarded last year. However, around half of all NVQs and QCF qualifications (and around a quarter of VRQs) awarded in 2009-10 were achieved by people aged 25-59. In other words, vocational qualifications play a very big part in the training and development of adults throughout their working lives - a fact which is often overlooked. 
VRQ Achievements by gender, age, centre type and level of achievement, 2009/10
	 
 
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Total

	Total UK achievements 
	382,000
	1,278,900
	457,700
	2,118,600

	Of which:
	
	
	
	

	
	Male
	217,500
	683,100
	244,300
	1,144,600

	
	Female
	164,500
	595,800
	213,400
	974,000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age groups
	
	
	
	

	
	Less than 16
	120,400
	576,000
	800
	697,300

	
	16
	60,300
	110,400
	22,300
	193,000

	
	17
	32,900
	83,000
	107,600
	223,500

	
	18
	18,200
	53,400
	77,300
	148,900

	
	19
	10,100
	32,700
	34,200
	77,000

	
	20
	7,400
	25,000
	18,200
	50,600

	
	21-24
	22,800
	80,000
	40,900
	143,700

	
	25-40
	59,100
	180,100
	90,100
	329,300

	
	41-59
	40,700
	123,300
	61,400
	225,400

	
	60 and over
	4,600
	10,300
	4,200
	19,000

	
	Unknown
	5,500
	4,800
	700
	11,000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Centre Type 
	
	
	
	

	
	School
	97,100
	583,600
	35,200
	715,900

	
	FE College/Tertiary College
	108,500
	303,700
	265,400
	677,600

	
	Sixth Form College
	5,500
	14,100
	18,800
	38,400

	
	Adult Education Centre
	5,500
	6,100
	3,000
	14,600

	
	University or other Higher Education Centre
	6,800
	9,000
	8,500
	24,300

	
	Private Training Provider
	38,700
	213,600
	83,500
	335,900

	
	Local Government/Central Government/NHS
	8,000
	7,100
	1,500
	16,700

	
	Voluntary Organisation
	1,700
	4,600
	3,100
	9,400

	
	Employer
	43,200
	64,400
	13,900
	121,500

	
	HM Prison/ Youth Offenders Institution
	26,200
	6,500
	300
	33,000

	
	Armed Forces
	5,300
	2,500
	3,000
	10,700

	
	Overseas Centres
	7,300
	14,000
	5,200
	26,500

	
	Other/Not Known
	28,200
	49,800
	16,300
	94,200


Source: the Data Service
NVQ/SVQ achievements by gender, academic age and level of achievement, 2009/10
	 
 
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Levels 4 & 5
	Total

	Total UK achievements
	49,700
	674,700
	260,600
	36,000
	1,021,100

	Of which:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Male
	22,400
	367,200
	100,500
	13,000
	503,100

	
	Female
	27,300
	307,400
	160,100
	23,000
	517,900

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age groups
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Less than 16
	9,100
	2,600
	0
	0
	11,700

	
	16
	14,000
	17,700
	1,200
	0
	32,900

	
	17
	6,400
	41,400
	8,000
	0
	55,800

	
	18
	3,000
	37,300
	13,800
	100
	54,300

	
	19
	1,300
	29,800
	17,500
	500
	49,000

	
	20
	900
	24,100
	15,800
	700
	41,600

	
	21-24
	2,600
	80,200
	40,700
	3,900
	127,300

	
	25-40
	6,700
	228,500
	92,900
	17,200
	345,400

	
	41-59
	5,100
	195,500
	68,100
	13,100
	281,800

	
	60 and over
	500
	17,100
	2,600
	400
	20,600

	
	Unknown
	0
	400
	100
	100
	700


Source: the Data Service
Vocationally-related qualifications in schools
There has been a rapid rise in the number of vocationally-related qualifications awarded in English secondary schools. This trend started in 2004, when schools were given greater flexibility to determine their own curriculum, particularly for Key Stage 4 (age 14-16). The following table is taken from the Wolf Report on 14-19 Vocational Education (https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/Wolf-Report.pdf). 
Other (non GCSE/GNVQ) qualifications achieved at the end of Key Stage 4 in all schools in England (Levels 1 and 2 only) 
	Type
	2003/04 
	2004/05 
	2005/06 
	2006/07 
	2007/08 
	2008109 
	2009/10 

	VRQ Level 1
	11,007 
	30,832 
	45,470 
	69,862 
	90,641 
	106,329 
	125,367 

	VRQ Level 2  
	1,882 
	6,298 
	24,791 
	73,119 
	187,538 
	297,620 
	462,182 

	NVQ Level 1
	1,708 
	2,713 
	4,340 
	5,921 
	6,188 
	6,347 
	7,776 

	NVQ Level 2  
	14 
	66 
	225 
	601 
	797 
	1,055 
	1,815 

	NVQ L1 Language Unit 
	216 
	835 
	1,874 
	
	
	
	

	NVQ L2 Language Unit 
	
	339 
	584 
	
	
	
	

	Basic Skills Level 1 
	292 
	1,982 
	9,608 
	21,867 
	35,525 
	46,153 
	49,527 

	Basic Skills Level 2 
	123 
	6,448 
	37,627 
	85,822 
	140,704 
	156,133 
	160,819 

	Free Standing Maths L1
	- 
	- 
	542 
	586 
	756 
	1,063 
	780 

	Free Standing Maths L2 
	- 
	- 
	120 
	470 
	609 
	903 
	1,284 


Source: DfE 
Information on individual qualifications is not routinely published, as awarding bodies generally regard this as commercially sensitive information. However, the Department for Education provided Professor Wolf with a list of the most popular vocational qualifications at Key Stage 4 in 2009-10: see below. Again, these figures are for England only. 
Most popular Vocational Qualifications at Key Stage 4: 2009-10 
	Qualification Tide 
	No of Results 

	OCR Level 2 National First Award in ICT 
	106,283 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 Certificate in Adult Literacy 
	71,950 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 Certificate in Adult Numeracy 
	70,560 

	Sports Leaders UK Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership 
	55,323 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Applied Science 
	49,172 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Sport 
	39,961 

	AQA Level 2 Certificate in Preparation for Working Life 
	29,689 

	EDEXCEL Level 1 Certificate in Adult Numeracy 
	27,558 

	EDEXCEL Level 1 Certificate in Adult Literacy 
	25,374 

	AQA Level 1 Certificate in Preparation for Working Life 
	20,873 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Business 
	18,218 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Sport 
	17,243 

	OCR Level 2 National First Certificate in ICT 
	17,122 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Performing Arts 
	14,392 

	ASDAN Level 2 Key Skills in Improving Own Performance 
	14,091 

	ASDAN Level 2 Key Skills in Working with Others 
	13,394 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Applied Science 
	13,161 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate for ICT Practitioners 
	13,126 

	ASDAN Level 2 Key Skills in Problem Solving 
	11,806 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Art and Design 
	10,923 

	ASDAN Level 2 Certificate in Personal Effectiveness 
	10,843 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Business 
	7,985 

	OCR Advanced Level Free Standing Maths 
	7,820 

	BCS Level 2 Certificate for IT Users (ECDL Part 2) 
	7,378 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Health and Social Care 
	7,285 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Performing Arts 
	7,173 

	ASDAN Level 1 Certificate in Personal Effectiveness 
	6,683 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Art and Design 
	6,343 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Media 
	6,247 

	EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Health and Social Care 
	6,175 


Source: DfE 
Foundation degrees
The Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) published data on the number of students enrolled on Foundation Degree courses in“Foundation degrees: Key statistics 2001-02 to 2009-10” – http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2010/10_12/
Number of foundation degree students by year and mode of study (part-time/full-time) at higher education institutions and Further Education Colleges in England

	Academic year
	Full-time
	Part-time
	Total

	2001-02
	2,530
	1,795
	4,320

	2002-03
	6,295
	6,015
	12,310

	2003-04
	12,240
	11,710
	23,945

	2004-05
	19,780
	18,040
	37,820

	2005-06
	26,910
	19,870
	46,780

	2006-07
	33,855
	26,725
	60,580

	2007-08
	40,875
	31,125
	72,000

	2008-09
	48,340
	38,685
	87,025

	2009-10
	56,840
	42,635
	99,475


Source: HEFCE
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